Comparison of clinicopathological features of gastric carcinoma, between 2 times periods, at a single institute in China.
This study aims to compare the clinicopathological features of gastric carcinoma between two different time periods, and to investigate the prognostic factors for gastric carcinoma. One thousand sixteen consecutive gastric cancer patients were divided into two groups according to the operation date, period I (1994-1999) and period II (2000-2006). The clinicopathological features and prognosis were compared between the two periods. There were significant differences in the proportions of early gastric carcinoma, different tumor node metastasis (TNM) staged patients, specialized operation and adjuvant chemotherapy between the two periods. The 5-year survival rate after curative resection within period II, were significantly higher than those within period I. Stratification analysis revealed that the survival rates of the patients with curative resection, lymph node metastasis, advanced disease, different TNM stages, specialized operations, without adjuvant chemotherapy within period II, were significantly higher than those within period I. Multivariate regression analysis revealed that Borrmann type, histologic type, depth of invasion, lymph node metastasis, curative resection, adjuvant chemotherapy, and different time periods were independent prognostic factors for gastric carcinoma. The treatment efficacy of gastric carcinoma within the recent period improved highly when compared with that within the early period. It was the elevated diagnostic rate of early gastric cancer, standardized radical operation, and adjuvant chemotherapy that contributed to such improvement.